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Climate change is real and caused by human greenhouse gas emissions.  Drastic cuts in emissions are necessary to avoid dangerous and irreversible warming.  These are the stark conclusions of the IPPC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change).
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The UK government has accepted this and the Climate Change Bill, currently passing through Parliament, proposes a 60 per cent cut in UK emissions by 2050 (although this is seriously flawed by not including international aviation and shipping). 

These targets may be strengthened in the face of the most up-to-date scientific evidence which implies that greater cuts (of at least 80 per cent) are necessary.  

It is clear, therefore that all sectors of the economy will need to make big cuts in their carbon emissions and so develop sustainably.

But the government plans for one sector to increase its carbon emissions.  Dramatically.  It is doing this by allowing airport expansion around the country, led by a third runway at Heathrow, already the country’s largest airport.

______________________________________________________________________________
Aviation growth
There were 228 million passengers passing through UK airports in 2005.  The Department for Transport (DfT) forecasts around 465 million passengers passing through UK airports per year by 2030.
The official forecast for UK aviation carbon emissions is for a slightly lower rate of growth - this depends largely on hypothetical future improvements in technology). See diagram.
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Nevertheless, aviation expansion at the rates predicted would make the necessary cuts in UK CO2 emissions impossible.
 As the respected Tyndall Centre on Climate change has stated, the sums just don’t add up. 

It is often stated by the airline industry that aviation is not very significant as it only accounts for 2% of global CO2 emissions.  This is misleading: in the UK, the government’s own figures show that aviation accounted for at least 10% of our emissions in 2005. 
This is calculated by taking the 6.3% of our emissions which are from aircraft 
  and multiplying this by a figure to include the additional warming effects when gases other than CO2 from burning kerosene are emitted at a high altitude.  The exact magnitude of this is uncertain; the DfT is currently using a figure of 1.9 times more warming from UK aviation than CO2 alone. (But allowance also has to be made for other gases from ground sources.) 
So aviation already accounts for a significant proportion of UK emissions. But unlike all other sectors, it is growing very fast.

Heathrow third runway

A third runway would raise the numbers of flights to and from Heathrow from under 480,000 per year to 702,000 a year. 
  Annual emissions would increase by around 7 million tonnes of CO2.  This increase would be greater than the combined 2005 emissions from Gatwick and Stansted, 
 or the total yearly emissions of a country such as Ghana. 
 

A third runway going ahead will make it more difficult to avoid dangerous climate change, both directly and by sending a signal to other countries that the UK is not prepared to take the issue seriously.

Emissions Trading

The government’s response to the problem has been to leave aviation out of its climate targets and promote an ‘Emissions Trading System’ (ETS).  This will allow airlines to buy permits to emit CO2 from other industries in Britain and abroad. Unfortunately, there is no certainty that ETS will come in and, even if it does, there is no assurance it will make a significant difference to emissions. 1 

The alternatives

Aviation expansion is not a force of nature that we must live with; it is the product of active policy choices.   We are not talking about stopping flying – just avoiding additional flights that are not happening at the moment.  Almost two-thirds of passengers from Heathrow are travelling on leisure,
 and the main users of cheap holiday flights are well-off passengers travelling several times a year.


Investment in the rail network is key.  The new Eurostar service from St Pancras, reaching Paris in 2hr 15min, demonstrates that trains can be as convenient as planes, or more so, when waiting times and security are factored in.

At the moment, air travel is often much cheaper, but this is partly because air lines do not have to pay tax on fuel or VAT.   The total value of this subsidy has been estimated at £10.4 billion a year. 
   Ending this anomaly may not be entirely straightforward but it is necessary for sustainable transport development. 

Take action !
Please respond to the DfT’s consultation on Heathrow, but do not answer the questions posed.  Just say no to expansion and give your own reasons.  

For more information see Friends of the Earth’s website at www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/transport/case_studies/heathrow.html  See also www.stopheathrowexpansion.com  where you can sign a petition against expansion

To respond to the consultation go to www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/heathrowconsultation/.  You can also email your response straight to heathrowconsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
We need to put pressure on the Government to join up their thinking and include aviation emissions in the Climate Change Bill going through Parliament.  See www.foe.co.uk for up-to-date information.

Contacts
020 8357 8426; nic@wlfoet5.demon.co.uk
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